CHAPTER X

THE   FRANCHISE

1884. THE principal business of Parliament in 1884 was
a Reform Bill for the counties. But a continuous
narrative of that transaction is better preceded
than broken up by an account of such other
matters as divided with it the interest of public
men. Mr. Bradlaugh, having failed in his action
against the Serjeant-at-Arms, took a hint from the
judgment of Mr. Justice Stephen, and startled the
Fe*>. i4. House once more by marching of his own accord
to the table between two supporters,1 and adminis-
tering the oath to himself. Sir Stafford Northcote
having moved to exclude him, he voted in the
three divisions which followed,, so that the Attor-
ney-General might test the validity of his procedure
by suing him for penalties. His next step was to
take the Chiltern Hundreds, and present himself
Bradiangfa's for re-election at Northampton.2 He was returned
election, for the fourth time by a larger majority than ever,,
and the Government were again defeated in an
attempt to let him take the oath provisionally. Sir
Henry James brought his action in due course, with
a result which afforded a complete legal defence for

1  Mr. Labouchere and Mr. Burt.

2  A Member of Parliament cannot in law resign his seat.    Jn fact
be can always do so by applying to tbe Chancellor of the Exchequer
for a sinecure office of nominal profit under the Crown, which is never
refused unless a petition has been presented against the applicant's
previous return.
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